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Tales from an under gardener
Finding God in the Garden

Richard Littledale (Authentic Media, 2021)
368pp, hardcover RRP £14.99
This is a devotional guide opening
the garden gate and journeying
with the author as he discovers
the joy of gardening, and what it
teaches us about ourselves. The 52
devotions (chapters) are only six or
seven pages long and they include
gardening anecdotes, biblical
reflections and prayer. There
are many hand-drawn quality
illustrations to complement what
has been written.
The book is a very personal experience in ‘making a
garden’ and in learning to improve the gardening
experience, which includes the mistakes made such as not
drilling drainage holes in an old trunk being repurposed
as a planter, and committing a ‘cardinal sin’ of moving
hellebores! There is the realisation that planting is not
for now but for the future; this is finely illustrated in Tale
25 when Richard bought a ‘twig’, and nothing happened
for a few months, in January things started to happen,
and in the summer of the following year a Virginia
creeper was evident.
Richard is minister at Newbury Baptist Church to which
he moved from London a few years ago, and he found
journeying through his new garden experience a means
of solace, inspiration and hope. This is evident in the
new light shown in the reflections on often well-known
passages of scripture.
It became apparent that the book was partly cathartic
for Richard and partly a desire to share how gardening
helped overcome the grief of the death of his wife and
the ensuing loneliness.
A really helpful, well-written book to dip into and find
something useful. Many others in circumstances
similar to Richard’s, will undoubtedly also find solace,
inspiration and hope in reading this book and in the
simple activity of gardening, with the enjoyment and
sense of achievement in producing a new creation.
Readers may also find comfort, after the loss of a loved
one, in their journey towards hope by reading Postcards
from the Land of Grief by the same author. (Please also
see the article by Richard LIttledale on page 50.).
Alan Rashleigh
Alan has been a Methodist local preacher for 48 years and is a
retired ATC chaplain; he is a VAT consultant specialising in charities
and is a former Finance Director of LWPT and LWPHomes.

That Gentle Whisper

Learning to recognise God’s Voice
in a Noisy World
Bill Cahusac (Muddy Pearl, Sept 2021)
Paperback RRP £12.99
I came to this book with a deep
longing to know more about the
Holy Spirit and the spiritual gifts,
and it does not disappoint. In story
after story, Bill Cahusac shares his
experiences of how God has gifted
him with prophetic insights which
have strengthened, comforted and
encouraged random strangers whom
Bill bumps into: a young woman at
the supermarket checkout, a taxidriver, an initially unfriendly man who begins pouring out
his heart when he learns that Bill is a vicar, and so on. The
thread running through these different encounters and the
book is that our Father longs to communicate with us, and
he does so in diverse and creative ways.
Bill Cahusac deals with profound spiritual truths in a
warm, funny and accessible style; he draws us into his
life and shares nuggets of information which make him
relatable. Here is a guy who realises at 8.45pm on a Sunday
that the food for his boys’ packed lunch has been eaten,
resulting in a mad dash to the shops where God shows up
at the checkout and gives Bill words of knowledge which
bring hope to a young woman with a difficult home life.
It is this presence of God, Bill recognises, which was the
catalyst for his conversion (as an over-dressed teenager
at Holy Trinity Brompton), his faith journey and now
underpins his prophetic ministry. In his words, ‘we were
created to know the presence of God, to enjoy the presence
of God and to carry the presence of God. And it is the
presence of God that makes us distinct.’
Another strength of this book is its wide appeal. Not
only is it invaluable for those exploring their prophetic
gifts, offering clear guidance and practical tips for
discerning and using those gifts, but it is relevant to
all Christians because everything Bill says is rooted in
scripture. While God may choose to speak to us in any
number of ways, the primary way is through scripture.
It is by spending time with God in his word and in
worship that we get to hear the still small voice.
Overall this is a fascinating read for anyone who wants
to deepen their relationship with God. That Gentle
Whisper stirred my conviction that the Holy Spirit is as
active in bringing the presence of God into the world
today as on the Day of Pentecost.
Charmaine Yip
Charmaine has seen her life transformed by the Word of God and
her great desire is for her family and friends to come to know Jesus
too. Charmaine has written for Preach and for Premier.

